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Bighill Creek Drainage

Vital historic, ecological and recreational 

asset for RVC and metropolitan residents.

Provides scenic pathway to Big Hills 

Springs Provincial Park.

Supports RVCõs culture as outdoor, 

environmentally focused population.

Must have public support and legal 

protection to retain long term value.

Imperiled by gravel mines (Bill 28) and 

other encroaching development .



Created nationally ranked 

springs and tufa formations. 

Provides all water to the Park 

and half of the flow in the 

Creek.

Extends beyond the 

topographically defined 

watershed.

Unprotected and at serious risk 

from gravel mining.

Big Hill Springs Aquifer

Black ð 

Hillstone and 

McNair

Blue ð Mtn 

Ash

Red ð Burnco



Lands Controlled for Gravel Mining 

Surrounding  Big Hill Springs Park

Mines release harmful chemicals to 

water,  fugitive dust and noise to air

Harm the aquifer, tufa formations and 

Creek 

Erect barriers to wildlife

Degrade Park visitor experience

Six operating mines = cumulative 

effects for fifty years and beyond

Create up to 2000 acres of basins up 

to 100 ft deep and end pit lakes



6What cannot be experienced cannot be properly valued



Rocky View County Parks and Open 

Spaces Master Plan 2011:

Proposed active transportation 

corridors in a regional plan

(connection to Glenbow Park).

Recognized need to protect 

environmentally significant areas.

Responsible pedestrian access

promotes: recreation, tourism and 

public engagement to support long 

term protection. 

1974 RVC resolution and letter of 

support for inclusion of the valley in 

Park expansion.



Pedestrian 

pathway to the 

Park

Provides direct route 

to Big Hill Springs 

Provincial Park.

Connected to 

Cochrane pathways 

and Glenbow Park.

Increasing population 

requires improved 

access.



BCPS will install two 

pedestrian bridges

where road bridges were 

removed

 
   






